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Concorso Ippico Internazionale
15° Challenge Vincenzo Muccioli

THE LIFE-CHANGING COURSE





Press Release no.9






July 31, 2011
For Immediate Release

Italian rider Gaudiano celebrates the 15th anniversary of the "Acqua Uliveto Vincenzo Muccioli Challenge Grand Prix" with an Italian win. 

What better way to celebrate a fifteenth anniversary than a win from a national hero? Emanuele Gaudiano did just that, completing his clear jump off round in the “Acqua Uliveto Vincenzo Muccioli Challenge” Grand Prix  in record time, just 46.59 on Chicago 84, a Holstiener gelding by Chambertin. You could hear a pin drop as each of the seventeen riders rode onto the course for the jump off: clearly, the crowd was holding their breath for their favorite. It's the second win at San Patrignano this year for the young rider, after a victory on Cocoshynsky earlier in the day. Elated, Gaudiano expressed what an honor it was to beat out a living legend like Ludger Beerbaum, who has been his idol for years. Then he added, "I'd like to dedicate this victory to all the young men and women of San Patrignano, and to everyone who has kept believing in me, especially my family". 

Second place went to Swiss rider Beat Mandli on Louis IV, a bay Oldenbug gelding, who turned in a hair-raising performance and had seemed unbeatable (and almost was) with a double clear and 47.09. 

A regular at the "Vincenzo Muccioli Challenge", Ludger Beerbaum, had to settle for third place for his double clear and 47.30 on Chaman, a KWPN stallion by Baloubet du Rouet. Known as the "rider who has won everything", including gold in Olympic, World and European Championships, a victory in San Patrignano's Grand Prix still eludes him. However, not al was lost: it was some consolation for the German rider to discover that he had won Best Rider in the show, honor that brings with it, courtesy of the sponsor Rolex, a brand new watch. 

Classifica finale:

1) Emanuele Gaudiano (ITA) - Chicago 84 - 0/0 - 46,59

2) Beat Mandli (SUI) Louis IV - 0/0 - 47,09

3) Ludger Beerbaum (GER) - Chaman - 0/0 - 47,30

4) Gerco Schroder (NED) - Eurocommerce London - 0/0 - 47,60

5) Steve Guerdat (SUI) - Come on girl - 0/0 - 48,81
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