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Concorso Ippico Internazionale
15° Challenge Vincenzo Muccioli

THE LIFE-CHANGING COURSE
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July 30, 2011
For Immediate Release

Manuel Anon Suarez wins Tamoil Prix at San Patrignano, prepares for upcoming European Jumping Championship

An electrifying two rounds of competition closed with a victory for Manuel Anon Suarez from Spain riding Fantasia II in the "Tamoil Winning Round Prix" at San Patrignano's CSI5*. The team gold and individual bronze winner at the 2009 Young Riders European Championship took all the right risks with his chestnut mare, turning in  a breathtaking clear round in 41.58. After his victory lap, a smiling Manuel commented, "I am very happy with my horse. She was quite fast and yet careful on such a challenging course. She is quite nervous by nature, so think luck had something to do with it as well! Tomorrow I am riding another horse, and I hope my luck continues.  After all, I am looking forward to the European Championships, which will be in Madrid in September."

Just a fraction of a second behind was second generation champion, the young Dutch rider Maikel van der Vleuten on VDL Groep Sapphire, who went clear with 41.95. He pushed the grey KWPN mare to the limit, closing out his jump off run with a final gallop and a buck that had the audience on their feet. 

In third place, another  rider  that grew up with a winning father, Janika Sprunger, who brought home a third place finish with a clear round and 43.42 on It's Komperse. The Swiss rider is having quite a bit of good luck at San Patrignano, as she also placed second in a big class yesterday.

Italy's current national champion and crowd favorite Roberto Arioldi on Lady Chantu arrived in fourth place, zero faults and 43.55, just one tenth of a second behind the top three. 

One round that didn't make the top five but that has to be mentioned is that of Swiss rider Steve Guerdat on Nino des Buissonets. He had fastest round of the jump off, almost a full two seconds quicker than the winner with 40.61. However, a knock down on the last fence excluded him from the victory lap. 

1)Manuel Anon Sanchez (ESP) Fantasia II 0/0 (63.33/41.58)

2)Maikel van der Vleuten (NDL) VDL Groep Sapphire 0/0 (59.87/41.95)

3)Janika Sprunger (SUI) It's Komperse 0/0 (61.32/43.42)

4)Roberto Arioldi (ITA) Lady Chantu 0/0 (61.43/43.55)

5)Bernardo Alves (BRA) Bridgit 0/0 (67.31/44.20)
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For further information www.csi-sanpatrignano.org
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