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Concorso Ippico Internazionale
15° Challenge Vincenzo Muccioli

THE LIFE-CHANGING COURSE





Press Release no. 2





July 29, 2011
For Immediate Release

Rising Star Maikel Van Der Vleuten follows his family's winning tradition

The next to last of the forty six  riders to enter the ring, Maikel Van Der Vleuten rode a faultless round in 23.41 on his grey KWPN mare, VDL Groep Sapphire, claiming first place in the UBI Banca Prix competition in two phases.

The son of legendary horseman Eric Van Der Vleuten, a rider with 64 nations cup rides and 100 world cup competitions under his belt, Maikel wowed audiences with a brilliant performance on this, the second class in San Patrignano's CSI5* "Vincenzo Muccioli Challenge".  No newcomer himself, Maikel has been competing at the Grand Prix level since 2006.

Maikel "stole" the top spot from Portugal's Luciana Diniz riding Licapo, a chestnut Holsteiner, who, with a clean round and 24.56, had been holding on to first place and had seemed unstoppable. 

Another Dutch rider, 2008 national champion Marc Houtzager on Sterrehof's Waterloo, was third with zero faults and 24.64. The top ranked "homegrown" rider was the young Simone Coata, who had no faults, but was slightly slower with 26.45 on Mirage De Levaux. 

The course, designed by another Dutchman, Louis Koninckx, was challenging: roughly half the riders had clean rounds. The fence that presented the biggest problem seemed to be an oxer depicting  D'Inzeo brothers, two legendary Italian show jumping champions. In fact, no less than ten horses had a knockdown at this fence, and for one unlucky rider, Russia's Vladimir Beletskiy, it resulted in a spectacular fall. 

Maikel Van Der Vleuten – VDL Groep Sapphire (NDL) 23.41

Luciana Diniz – Licapo (POR) 24.56

Marc Houtzager – Sterrehof's Waterloo (NDL) 24.64

Julia Kayser – HBC Dancing Queen (AUT) 25.50

Angelica Augustsson – Quickdiamond (SWE) 25.59
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