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Concorso Ippico Internazionale
15° Challenge Vincenzo Muccioli

THE LIFE-CHANGING COURSE





Press Release no.3





July 29, 2011
For Immediate Release

Beerbaum wins in the Mapei Prix at San Patrignano CSI5*
The man who needs no introduction in the equestrian world, Germany's Ludger Beerbaum, ended the first day of San Patrignano's CSI5* "Vincenzo Muccioli Challenge" on a high note when he rode Chaman to victory in the Mapei Prix. The Olympic, World and European Champion and his bay KWPN stallion turned in two clean rounds and a lightning quick jump off time of 42.63 to beat out a group of ten other riders in the second round. 

Beerbaum has been to San Patrignano many times, including the 2005 European Championship. However, first place in the "Vincenzo Muccioli Challenge" Grand Prix has always eluded him. Upon winning, he stated, "I had a good feeling coming into the course, as Chaman has been jumping very well lately, as he also won a Grand Prix in Aachen last week and was very responsive tonight as well. The course was very selective, as only a few riders made it to the jump off: eleven out of forty three". 

Until Ludger took the field, it looked like it would be Swiss rider Janika Sprunger to ride the victory lap. She had ridden a clear and fast round with 42.92 on the KWPN gelding Uptown Boy, but in the end was pushed into second place. Like Maikel van der Vleuten, winner of the second class of the day, Sprunger is also the daughter of a showjumping heavyweight, Hansueli Sprunger. Lest anyone think she is resting on her family's laurels, she is a double European gold medalist in her own right. 

Italy's red white and green was represented by Giulia Martinengo riding Loro Piana Chiclana, a grey Holsteiner mare. A regular at San Patrignano, she was a crowd favorite and gave a spectacular performance. Two clean rounds and a jump off time of 43.81 made her a fast and careful rider and guaranteed her third place.

The crowd also went wild for Italian veteran rider Natale Chiaudani, who rode two clean rounds in 49.74 on Almero 12, a chestnut gelding by Asti Spumanti, finishing eighth.

1) Ludger Beerbaum (Ger) – Chaman – 0/0 – 42,63

2) Janika Sprunger (Sui) – Uptown Boy -  0/0 – 42,92

3) Giulia Martinengo (Ita) – Loro Piana Chiclana – 0/0 – 43,81

4) Pedro Veniss (Bra) –Lester Vador – 0/0 – 44,80

5) Julia Kayser (Aut) – Sterrehof’s Valdato – 0/0  -  45,08
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