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Concorso Ippico Internazionale
15° Challenge Vincenzo Muccioli

THE LIFE-CHANGING COURSE





Press Release 








July 26, 2011


For Immediate Release

San Patrignano, the “Vincenzo Muccioli Challenge” celebrates its fifteenth anniversary

Beginning July 29, three days of show jumping with the world’s top riders, to remember Vincenzo Muccioli and his commitment to fighting drugs, social exclusion and selfishness. 

The fifteenth annual San Patrignano 5*CSI starts this Friday. This is not only one of the world’s most prestigious show jumping events, but also unique in that it is entirely organized and hosted by Europe’s largest residential center for drug rehabilitation, and dedicated to its founder, Vincenzo Muccioli.
A plethora of top riders are set to start in this Rolex-sponsored event, a total of fifty two competitors, on 130 horses, representing eighteen nations: Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Bermuda, Canada, Spain, Finland, Germany, Italy, Norway, Holland, Portugal, Russia, the United States, Switzerland, Sweden and the Ucraine. 

Some of  the highest ranked riders in the world will compete in the nine classes over the three days, including the current number one and reigning Olympic champion, Eric Lamaze, Australia’s Edwina Alexander (n°9), Germany’s legendary Ludger Beerbaum (n°11). The Dutch team currently dominating the Superleague will be present in full: Jeroem Dubbeldam, Gerco Schröder, Eric van der Vleuten and Marc Houtzager.

The riders will vie for a total of 380,000 euro in prize money, one hundred thousand in the spectacular final Grand Prix (Acqua Uliveto Vincenzo Muccioli Challenge), set for Sunday evening at 9:30pm. Louis Koninckx from the Netherlands returns as course designer this year, using fences built inside the Community’s own carpentry shops. A selection of the jumps was used last week in Aachen, Germany, in occasion of  their renowned show.  San Patrignano has long enjoyed a strong relationship with Fieracavalli Verona, symbolized by a special fence depicting the Verona Rolex FEI World Cup event, set to be used on the field during this year’s CSI5*.

The show will be covered on television stations in Italy and abroad, for equitation fans unable to come see first hand. Rai sport will broadcast on digital and satellite channels (Friday’s Mapei class, Saturday’s Tamoil class and Sunday’s final Acqua Uliveto Grand Prix). Class Horse TV, channel 221 Sky and channel 55 on Tivù Sat (digital) will be broadcasting all nine classes. Each day from 4pm until midnight, there will be a live broadcast which will bring all the action, as well as rider interviews and real time comments, to living rooms across Italy. Eurosport will be showing an hour on Wednesday, August 17 evening. 

“Our show has reached the pinnacle of quality and is now considered one of the top shows in the world”, stated Show Director since 1997, Eleonora Ottaviani, “This is also thanks to the support of important sponsors like Rolex, which recognize the social value as well as the absolute excellence of this event”. 

“Every year, the CSI is an occasion for our young men and women to show that they are not society’s rejects or incurably ill”, explained Andrea Muccioli, head of the Community since 1995. He went on to add, “Those who come to the show: riders, journalists, or spectators, all can see that behind the slick organization there are thousands of painful pasts and difficult stories. This is what makes the event so special. It is not only three perfectly organized days, it is a show with a heart”. 

Program, information and photos available on  www.csi-sanpatrignano.org 





-ENDS- 
San Patrignano Press Officer
Carlo Bozzo
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